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We have come to accept the eagle as a design on 
United States coins without realizing the concession which 
our democracy made AM the adoption of the symbol of the 
monarchies of Europe. in 1794, while Congress was discus- 
sing the emblem for the reverse of silver and gold coins, 

a Southern member of the House of Representatives bitterly 
opposed the choice of the eagle on the ground that it was 
“the king of birds" and hence neither suitable nor proper 

for representation of a nation whose form of government was 
opposed to all the principles of monarchye Judge Thatcher, 
in a playful reply, suggested that a goose might suit the 
gentleman from the South, as it was aj humble and republican 
bird and would be serviceable in other respects, as goslings 
could be placed on the dimes. The Southerner challenged the 
Judge to a duel, which was promptly declinede The Southerner 


then asked the Judge whether he chose to be branded as a coward 


and the Judge replied "1 always was one or you never would have 
risked the challenge". The incident caused a great deal of 
merriment and the eagle was adopted not only as a design on 
our coins but as the basis for the designation of our early 
gold plecese 

From 1795 until 1873, the dollar or unit consisted 
of a silver dollar. We did not have biemetalism in the 
strict sence, since the first gold coins had no denomination 


on them, Ten Dollars in value of gold was struck and de» 


Signated as an "Eagle"; similarly the "half eagle" contained 
five dollars and the "quarter eagle" two and a half dollars 
of gold values When gold went up in price in 1634 and 1837 
the gold eagles were minted with less golde When gold was 
discovered in California the "double eagle" or twenty dollar 
piece was struck and although the circulation of gold Is now 
deemed inadvisable by the Government the memory of “eagles” 
still remains, 

With the necessity of stamping images of eagles on Us Se 
‘coins, the mint required an American eagle for a models Such 
was the bird named Peter which was obtained by the mint in 
1836 and being tame would pose for the designers to sketche 
Peter lived at the mint in Philadelphia for six years and 
would fly about the vicinity. Peter never failed to return 
from his daily rounds before the time for closing the mint 
building and no one dared interfere with the going or coming 
of the "mint bird". Unfortunately, one day Peter attempted to 
sit on the moving fly wheel of a coining press and received 
a fatal injury to his wing which ended his very unusual careers 
His wondrous body is on display at the Mint in Philadelphia 
and Peter is readily recognizable on almost all the coins of 
this country for the last hundred yearsSe 

The American Indian, according to mint engraver, Je Be 
Longacre, deserved a place on American coinss He entered a 


competition for the design of pennies in 1858 and submitted 


the design for the Indian head penny which was approved and 
used from 1659 to 1909. It was not until the design was 
accepted did he admit that the "Indian" was his daughter, 
Sarah Longacre, who, adorned with Indian headdress, was 
playing Indiane When a new Indian design was chosen for the 
Buffalo Nickel, the model was more carefully chosen and for 
many years Chief Two Guns White Calf, of Browning, Montana, 
had the opportunity to admire his own image on the nickels 

The motto, "In God we trust” was first used on the 
‘United States two-cent piece of 1864. A southern minister 
wrote to Washington requesting the mint authorities to put 
something reverent on coins and his suggestion has been used 
up to the present. Since in none of our coins does the metal 
value substantially equal the face value, such a motto has 
some significance as reassurancee During Bryan's Free Silver 
campaign in which he advocated changing silver from "30 to 1" 
to "16 to 1" there were satirical private coins which come 
pleted the motto on dollars in the following manner as it 
would appear if Bryan were president: "In God we trust for 
the other 47 cents". 


